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(760) 944-3502 The Artefact team developed and produced four 48"W x 21”H interpretive

panels for a new viewing deck and restored area in the Humboldt Bay
National Wildlife Refuge.

Birding in the area and landscape changes due to seismic activity and
climate change are highlighted.

Winging It
See how different wing shapes help
abid move through wind and water.
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Who's in the Rookery?
Egrets and Herons are now common, but were

once in danger. Their beautiful feathers were
plucked for 19*-century hat fashions, unti early
consenvaton aws ended plume hurting, Saving
Treetop Nursery these birds led to the establishment of the
National Wildlife Refuge System in 1903,

Great Blue Heron
Witha6-oot wingspan in
vegal blues, s the largest
North American heron

Look across to the trees
on the ridge. From March
to August you can see a
rookery (ROOK-er-ee),

or communal nesting
spot for Egrets and
Herons. Most nests are
independent, yet these

social birds rely on group Plackocrovmar Nigh R ereny
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protection from predators. o
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open views, and on the
forest edge, means many
eyes see who's coming.
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(760) 944-3502 Atidal gauge and panel interactive were also developed.

— |
ot — L
2004qhm mpor et

i

ACT

0SS
ARIEACT COM

Tides

are the rise and fall of

the ocean surface caused

by the gravitational pull

of the moon and sun.

Here in Humboldt Bay
the tidal range can vary
about 12-feet a day.
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Water, Which Way?

Fish-Friendly Tide Gate.
At high tide th gatesstay closed keeping most
of the saft waterout, When the id drops, the

Flowing Through Time

Holdup at Cattail Creek oy

Water flows from Cattail and Salmon Creeks . -~

P

are managed for thousands of migratory
waterfowl and shorebirds. Tide gates and
water control structures retain winter and
spring freshwater flows to create seasonal
wetlands. Without these gates and dikes,
saltwater would reach to the highway
during extreme tides.

Water Control Structure
Refuge managers ca pond, o hld wate,

in diferent areas and depths, Thisprovides
‘wellands with a diversityof plrts and aquatic
organismsfor vatrbics and ther v

Pacific
plate

Shifting Shorelines

Where you are standing, Humboldt
Bay is slowly sinking, or subsiding.
The tectonic movement of the Gorda
Plate going under the North American
Plate is dragging the Northern Ocean
California coastline down.

Pacific

Rising Seas

Imagine Humboldt Bay in 50 to 100 years.
As the climate warms, sea levels will
continue to rise, coastal flooding will
increase and possibly overwhelm beaches
and dunes. If allowed space, coastal habitats
may migrate inland in some areas.




